GERMANY'AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

Paris, the foreign ministers made arrangements for the Federal
Republic to re-establish ties abroad, consulates and commercial
representatives, and also Germany was invited to participate in
a number of international organizations including the OEEC3
the Organization for European Economic Cooperation. At the
last meeting the intention of the occupying powers to relinquish
controls and return sovereignty to the Germans to the maxi-
mum extent feasible, consistent with the continuation of the
occupation, was stated to depend upon the attitude of the Ger-
man people toward desiring a closer association with the Allies
and their success in broadening democratic institutions at home.

But I would like to underline the point that the most sig-
nificant step that we have had, particularly as taken in connec-
tion with the London meeting, is that undertaken by the French
government in the offer of M. Schuman for the pooling of
French and German coal and steel resources.1 The initiative dis-
played by the French in offering to deal with the Germans as
partners in constructing a closer European association has in-
fused strength and reality into Allied policies. The proposal has
been warmly received in Germany, and it is our earnest hope
that the proposal will be implemented in a way which will lead
Germany progressively into a firm and mutually beneficial as-
sociation with the other European countries and, further, that
it will lead to a closer association on the part of their business,
labor, and farm groups with those of the Allied powers and the
development of these organizations along democratic lines.

Now the German trade-union movement has already estab-
lished firm ties with the labor organizations of the Western
Powers. It is today one of the strongest forces in promoting
democratic ideals within Germany and in linking Germany with
the democratic forces abroad. The trade-union movement has
been newly organized since the end of the war. Trade-unions
were abolished under the Nazi regime, their leaders were exiled
or killed or imprisoned, and their properties were confiscated.
To a certain extent, in their new organization the trade-unions
have attempted to avoid past mistakes. Prior to the Nazis,
trade-unions were separately organized into political groups and

I. See the chapter by Calvin Hooker m tb5$ volume, pp. 48-49.
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